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Saint Luke’s Lutheran Church 

5265 N. Union Blvd. Colo. Spgs., CO  80918 

First Sunday in Christmas 2021 
 

Welcome to worship at Saint Luke’s Lutheran Church! 

The Lord Says, “Be still and know that I am God!”  The Atrium is for  

fellowship and conversation.  Once you enter the sanctuary, you are 

invited to enter into silence, meditation, and prayer as we come into 

God’s presence and prepare to worship.  The following prayers may 

be useful in centering your thoughts, mind and heart. 
 

Prayers of private devotion before worship 

Dispel, during this time of worship, O Lord, the many distractions of 

the world; that I may be able, with a quiet mind, to receive the 

promptings of your still, small voice; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Send forth, O God, your good grace, and sanctify my soul, body, and 

mind; turn my thoughts to holiness, so that with a pure conscience, I 

may offer to you a worthy and acceptable sacrifice of praise; through 

the mercy and compassion of your only-begotten Son, with whom you 

are blessed, together with your Holy, Good and Enlivening Spirit, now 

and always.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of private devotion after worship 

O dear God, give us grace that, like St. Paul and St. Luke and other 

saints, we may highly prize our treasure, which is the same as theirs.  

Help us to cherish the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, above all else 

on earth, and to thank you from the heart that you have honored us 

with Him.  It is pure grace that you have placed us in your green 

pastures, and have so richly provided us with the bread of heaven and 

the water of life.  For these we owe you our hearty thanks.  Keep us in 

faith and help us to walk in your ways, in love and service, until we 

enter into eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer is reprinted by permission from a Little Book of Canons by Rod L. Ronneberg, 
STS, Copyright 1997 and 2010 

Liturgy and hymns used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #3245-L.  

GIA materials reprinted under One license.net #A-705845. All Rights Reserved 
NRSV Bible, copyright 1989.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

The Net Bible, copyright 1996-2006 by Biblical Studies Press, LLC.  All rights reserved. 

 

 



3 
 

 

Please stand and face the processional cross, turning toward the front 

as it passes you. 
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INVITATION TO WORSHIP 

 

P.   Beloved in Christ, we are gathered together on this Sunday of 

Christmas to prepare our hearts for the coming of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ; to meditate upon the mystery of that Incarnation by which 

our nature is redeemed, and to receive with joy the message of our 

salvation.  Hear from Isaiah 45:8 – “Drop down, O heavens, from 

above, and let the skies pour down righteousness. Let the earth 

open, and let them bring forth salvation.” 

 

      Let us pray. Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten 

Son to take our nature upon him, and to be born of a pure virgin. 

Grant that we, who have been born again and made your children 

by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same 

Spirit be honor and glory, now and forever. 

C.  Amen 

  

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND 

FORGIVENESS: 

 

Please remain standing if you are able. 

 

P. In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C. Amen. 

 

P. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
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perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C. Amen. 

 

P. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

If you are able, please kneel. Silence for reflection. 

 

P. Most merciful God, 

C. we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

The minister addresses the congregation. 
 

P.   Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 

for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 

minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C. Amen. 

 
Please stand. 
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 Please sit.  
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THE STORY OF MARY: St. Luke 1:26-35 

 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 

Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 

was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And 

he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 

you." But she was much perplexed by his words, and pondered what 

sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, 

Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 

He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 

Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will 

reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 

be no end." And Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am 

a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon 

you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 

the child to be born will be holy; he will be called the Son of God. " 

Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 

according to your word." 

 

A. The word of the Lord 

C. Thanks be to God. 
  

RESPONSORY 

 

D. The Lord himself will give you a sign. 

C. Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son. 
  

D. And they shall name him Emmanuel, 

C. Which means, God is with us.    Isaiah 7:14 

  

D.  Let us pray. Almighty God, in choosing the virgin Mary to be the 

mother of your Son, you made known your gracious regard for the 

poor and lowly. Grant us grace to receive your Word in humility, 

and so to be made one with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C.  Amen 
 

Please stand.  
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Please sit.  
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THE STORY OF JOSEPH:  St. Matthew 1:18-21 

 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 

mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 

together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her 

husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to 

public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had 

resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 

and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 

wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will 

bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins." 

 

A. The word of the Lord 

C. Thanks be to God. 
  

RESPONSORY  
 

D. A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse. 

C. And a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
  

D. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him. 

C. The spirit of wisdom and understanding. 
  

D. The spirit of counsel and might. 

C. The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. Isaiah 11:1-2 

  

D.  Let us pray. O God, who from the family of your servant David 

raised up Joseph to be the guardian of your incarnate Son and the 

spouse of his virgin mother: Give us grace to imitate his 

uprightness of life and his obedience to your commands; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C.  Amen 
  

Please stand.  
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Please sit.  

 

 

  

THE STORY OF THE STAR:  St. Matthew 2:1-2,7-10 

 

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 

Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 

saying, "Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him." Then 

Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them 

what time the star appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 

"Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him 

bring me word, that I too may come and worship him." When they 

had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they 

had seen in the East went before them, till it came to rest over the 

place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced 

exceedingly with great joy. 

 

A. The word of the Lord 

C. Thanks be to God. 
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RESPONSORY 

 

D. Arise, shine, for your light has come. 

C. And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
  

D. For darkness shall cover the earth, 

C. And thick darkness the peoples. 
  

D. But the Lord will arise upon you, 

C. And his glory will appear over you.    Isaiah 60:1-2 

 

D.  Let us pray. O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your 

only Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know you now 

by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to 

face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C.  Amen 
  

Please stand.  

 
  

Please sit.  

 



13 
 

THE STORY OF THE ANGELS: St. Luke 2:8-14 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see -- I am 

bringing you good news of a great joy for all the people; to you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 

Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with 

the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those whom 

he favors!" 
 

A. The word of the Lord 

C. Thanks be to God. 
  

RESPONSORY 
 

D. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings. 

C. Lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good 

tidings. 
 

D. Lift it up, do not fear. 

C. Say to the cities of Judah, "Here is your God!"   Isaiah 10:9 
 

D.  Let us pray. Almighty God, you have made yourself known in 

your Son, Jesus, redeemer of the world. We pray that his birth as a 

human child will set us free from the old slavery of our sin; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C.  Amen 
 

Please stand.  

 

Angels We Have Heard on High 
 

Angels we have heard on high 

sweetly singing o'er the plains 

and the mountains in reply  

echoing their joyous strains. 
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Gloria in excelsis Deo, 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

Shepherds, why this jubilee?  

Why your joyous strains prolong?  

What the gladsome tidings be  

which inspire your heav'nly song? 

Gloria in excelsis Deo,  

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

THE STORY OF JESUS’ BIRTH:  St. Luke 2:1-7 

 

In those days a decree went out from the Emperor Augustus that all 

the world should be registered. This was the first registration and was 

taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 

towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 

was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 

expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn. 

 

A. The word of the Lord 

C. Thanks be to God. 

 

Come to Bethlehem and see  

him whose birth the angels sing;  

come, adore on bended knee  

Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  

 

Gloria in excelsis Deo,  

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

Please sit.  
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THE NICENE CREED 
 

C. We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

Eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, Begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; By 

the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 

Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was 

buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, And his kingdom will have no 

end. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the 

Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has 

spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 

Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, And the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 
 

A. Rejoicing in God’s gift of grace, let us pray for the Church, the 

world, and all on whom the Light of Christ shines. 
 

If you are able please kneel for the prayers. 
 

After each petition: 

A. Lord in your mercy: 

C. Hear our prayer. 
 

P. Hear our prayers, gracious God, as we live in the light of your 

Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C. Amen. 
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Please sit. 

 

THE OFFERING 
A musical offering is made at this time as the tithes and offerings are 

received. 
 

Please stand. 

 

THE OFFERTORY HYMN 
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THE OFFERTORY PRAYER   

 

A. Let us pray. Lord of Christmas, 

C. We are mindful of the supreme gift that you gave us in a 

manger at Bethlehem. Humbly we offer our gifts of service and 

possessions in joyful thanksgiving for the love you have shown us. 

Accept these gifts for the sake of your Son who was born to us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

 
THE PREFACE 
 

P. It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
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THE SANCTUS 
If you are able, please kneel before the singing of the Sanctus.   
 

 
 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

P. Glory to you, Lord God, heavenly King:  in the beginning you 

created the world, through him who is the Word-made-flesh.  In 

remembering your promises to Israel, that from the root of Jesse 

a new shepherd would come, at the appointed time the archangel 

Gabriel visited the blessed virgin Mary, and by the Spirit’s 

power your Son was conceived.  Born in humble surroundings, 

our Lord Jesus became Emmanuel, God with us, God born for 

us, God in the midst of us. 
 

 Thus we praise you for your goodness and laud your 

magnificent love, a love which would lead this child to become 

the man-for-others, the One who takes away all the fears, 

doubts, and helplessness; the One who, in love, bore the holy 

cross. 
 

 This same Lord Jesus, on the night of His betrayal, took bread; 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples, and said:  Take and eat, for this is my body, which is 

given for you.  Do this for my remembrance. 
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When supper had ended, He took the cup; when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them and said:  All of you, drink of this, 

for this cup is my blood of the new covenant, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this for my 

remembrance. 
 

 We join our voices with the angels and all the heavenly choir: 

C. Glory to God in the highest! 
 

P. Glory to you, Lord God, heavenly King:  in this holy Child all 

lives are renewed, and all sins forgiven by His life and holy 

Passion, His resurrection and exaltation at your right hand.  By 

that same Spirit which gave our Lord life as an infant, 

empowered His ministry of words and miracles and raised Him 

at his resurrection, bless now this Bread of Heaven and sanctify 

this Cup of Blessing, that as we eat and drink of our Lord’s body 

and blood we may be filled with your forgiving love, and the 

promise of new life through this holy child. 

C. Glory to you, Lord God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Glory 

to you, and praise forever more. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C. Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever.  Amen. 

 

THE FRACTION/BREAKING OF BREAD 
A time of silence. 
 

P. The Word became flesh and lived among us; and we have 

beheld His glory. 

C. Make yourself known to us in the breaking of the bread and 

the sharing of the cup. 
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THE AGNUS DEI  
Please remain kneeling until after the singing of the Agnus Dei. 
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRED ELEMENTS 

All who are baptized, have received the Lord’s Supper, and believe 

that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine are welcome 

to commune. 
 

The center ring glasses of each communion tray contain alcohol-

free wine for those who require it.   

 

From Luther’s Small Catechism we hear: 

What benefits do we receive from this sacrament?  The benefits of 

this sacrament are pointed out by the words, “given and shed for 

you for the remission of sins.”  These words assure us that in the 

sacrament we receive forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  For 

where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 
 

How can eating and drinking do all this?  It is not eating and 

drinking that does this, but the words, “given and shed for you for 

the remission of sins.” These words, along with eating and 

drinking, are the main thing in the sacrament.  And whoever 

believes these words has exactly what they say, forgiveness of sins. 
  
A private prayer before receiving Holy Communion: 

Merciful Father, we do not presume to come to your table trusting 

in our own righteousness, but in your abundant mercy.  Grant us, 

therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat and drink the body and blood of 

your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that we may live in Him and He in us, 

now and forever.  Amen.  
 

A private prayer after receiving Holy Communion: 

Almighty God, you provide the true Bread from heaven, your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Grant that as I have received the Sacrament 

of His Body and Blood, He may abide in me, and I in Him, and that 

all who have received may be filled with the power of His endless 

life.  By your grace, help me to walk worthy of my calling, and to 

learn to bring glory to your name in all things.  Amen. 
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THE POST COMMUNION CANTICLE   

 
 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in His grace! 

C. Amen. 
 

A. Let us pray.  Great and saving God, you have gathered your 

scattered people around gifts of grain and wine, the body and 

blood of our Savior Christ.  As we, like the shepherds, return on 

our way, may we proclaim all we have heard and seen, praising 

you in word and loving deed for the gift of Jesus, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C. Amen. 

 
THE BENEDICTION 

 

P. God the Creator, who delights in you, Jesus the Savior, who is 

born for you, and the life-giving Spirit, who shines for you, bless 

you and keep you in hope and peace. 

C.  
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A. Go in peace.  Share the Good News. 

C. Thanks be to God 


